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ADMINISTRATOR’S PAGE

Hearty Greetings of the Season!

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year 2025. May the New Year bring you peace, happiness, and
success in every endeavour. The new year is a great chance to express my regards to all the Members
of the Society and the well-wishers. May we continue to strive for a better future.

Shri Sanjeev Sanyal, Member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of
India visited the Society on 6 December 2024 and appreciated the Publications of the Society. He
also visited the Museum Section where he was delighted to see the rare manuscripts. He had a meet-
and-greet session with the Officials as well with the employees of the Society. A book titled Time
Past and Time Present was gifted to him.

I would like to take the pleasure to inform you that the month of December has been very
promising as it brought many directions in the life of The Society. The Asiatic Society, on the occasion
of 225th Birth Anniversary of James Prinsep, released the Special Issue of the Journal of The Asiatic
Society on 16 December 2024 to commemorate the contributions of Prinsep. James Prinsep, the
Founder Editor of the Journal (1832) contributed articles on Chemistry, Mineralogy, Numismatics
and on the study of Indian antiquities. This special issue was released at Raj Bhavan, Kolkata by Dr.
C.V. Ananda Bose, our Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal and the Patron of The Asiatic Society. His
Excellency addressed the audience full of Contributors, Scholars, Mediapersons, Members of the
Society and Staffs highlighting the contributions of James Prinsep in deciphering the Kharosthi and
Brahmi scripts of ancient India. Shri Sanjeev Sanyal also delivered his speech.

A series of activities took place in the last month including a 3-Day Training Programme on
the Development of Disaster Management Plans for Libraries and Archives from 17 December — 19
December 2024 in collaboration with National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM). Total
of 17 organisations from Kolkata took part in this programme. This training programme included
risk assessment, preventive and preparedness measures which will help these institutions to handle
emergencies and ensure the preservation of their cultural and historical assets. National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) conducted a mock drill. Demonstrations on Fire Safety in Disaster, First
Aid in Disaster, Field Exercise on HRVC Analysis, Archives in Ancient, Medieval and Modern
Era in Global Perspective, Psychosocial Care in Disaster and many more were the topics on which
the training was provided. Different Sections of the Society actively participated in the programme.

The month of January is very special to us as the Society will be stepping into its 242nd
Foundation Day on the 15 January 2025. The day will be celebrated by the Society as per norms.
Dr. T.C.A. Raghavan, Former Indian High Commissioner to Singapore & Pakistan and Former
Director General, Indian Council of World Affairs, kindly consented to deliver the Foundation Day
Oration at the Vidyasagar Hall of The Asiatic Society. Members are requested to actively participate
and extend their co-operation during the Foundation Day.

It is a great privilege to reach out to Members and well-wishers of the Society through the social
media platforms. I would like to request everyone to kindly visit our Facebook page, X (formerly
Twitter), YouTube, Instagram and Website for information.

I wish you all a happy reading.

The Asiatic Society
Kolkata
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MEETING NOTICE l

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 6tu JANUARY 2025 AT 5 P.M. AT THE
VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE
MEETING

AGENDA

Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly
General Meeting held on 2nd December 2024.
Exhibition of presents made to the Society in December 2024.
Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).
Declaration of members to be removed from the Society due to
non-payment of subscription under Regulation 32 of the Asiatic
Society.

. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under
Regulation 49(f).

. 'The following paper will be read by Dr. Rajarshi Chakrabarty :
"Pervading Buddhist Influence in Murshidabad District Region"

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016
Dated : 20.12.2024
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Pervading Buddhist Influence in
Murshidabad District Region

Rajarshi Chakrabarty
Assistant Professor, Department of History, The University of Burdwan

Abstract

Murshidabad District lies in the middle of West Bengal and is presently in Maldah
Division of West Bengal. Whenever we talk of Murshidabad we think of Nawabi rule.
It is true that Murshidabad district region rose to prominence after the establishment of
Nawabi rule in late medieval period but this region has a pervading Buddhist influence
since the days of Karnasuvarna, if not earlier. In Karnasuvarna there is a mound which is
known as Rajbaridanga. It is believed that Raja Karna's palace stood here. Generally, there
are many legends regarding this place. In 7th Century A.D. the Chinese pilgrim Hieun
Tsang visited India and he came to Karnasuvarna as well. He mentions the existence of a
Buddhist monastery Raktamrittika Mahavihara on the outskirts of Karnasuvarna town.
'This proves that Buddhist influence was quite strong in this region.

With Brahmanical revival in Gupta and post-Gupta period, images of the Buddha
came to be worshipped as Rudradeva, Shiva or Bhairava. At present, an image of Buddha
in bhumisparsha mudra is being worshipped as Rudradeva in Kandi Subdivision of
Murshidabad. Similarly, another image of the Buddha in bhumisparsha mudra is housed
in a local Durgamandir at Lahapara village of Kandi subdivision is being worshipped
as Shiva. Thus Buddha was metamorphosed into Hindu Gods with Hindu revival.
Buddhist influence can also be noticed in the place names. For example, the name
Panchthupi came from the original Pancha Stupa. It is believed that in the past, five
Buddhist stupas were there in this place and from that this place derived its name. In
Byaspur Shiva temple, built in seventeenth-eighteenth century, in the Dasabatara panel,
Jagannath has been replaced by Buddha. This shows a lingering Buddhist influence in
this district region.

'The speech will try to delve into the pervading Buddhist influence in Murshidabad

district region.
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The Asiatic Society
Kolkata

coridally invites you
to
242nd Foundation Day Celebration
on Wednesday, 15th January, 2025 at 11.00 a.m.
at Vidyasagar Hall of the Society

Programme

Swami Atmapriyananda
Pro-Chancellor, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational
and Research Institute
will grace the occasion as Chief Guest

Dr. T.C.A. Raghavan
Former Indian High Commissioner to Singapore & Pakistan
and Former Director General, Indian Council of World Affairs
will deliver the Foundation Day Oration
on
SoutH Asia : Topay AND TOMORROW

Date : 20th December, 2024
Place : Kolkata

The programme will be streamed live on the Facebook page of The Asiatic Society

Other Programmes for the Day

09.30 A.M.
Placing of wreath at the tomb of
Sir William Jones at South Park Street Cemetery

S
=
S
~
N
A
S
L
=
N
N
q-
N

10.30 A.M.
Flag hoisting at the
Premises of The Asiatic Society by the Administrator of the Society
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BIRTH ANNIVERSARY J

Michael’s Tryst with The Asiatic Society

Asit Baran Giri

Former Headmaster, Mitra Institution, Bhawanipur Branch

This essay seeks to focus on how
Michael Madhusudan Dutt, who ushered
in the Renaissance, by having introduced
many a new literary genre in the arena of
Bengali Literature, was associated with
'The Asiatic Society, Kolkata.

But before I dwell
on the proposed topic,
I must be humble
enough to refer to the
Introductory Speech,
made by Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, the then
General Secretary of
The Asiatic Society,
Kolkata ~ on  the
occasion of a day-
long seminar, entitled
'‘Rekho Ma Dasere
Mane', on Michael
Madhusudan  Dutt,
held in the Vidyasagar

of his views, added that since Gour Dass
Bysack, who was one of the most intimate
friends of the poet, was the Librarian of
The Asiatic Society of Bengal, it is very
likely that the poet was associated with
the Society in one way or the other.

As one of the
Members in  the
audience on  that
occasion as well as
the Life Member
of the Society of
international repute, I
took it upon myself the
responsibility of doing
everything possible to
prove the point, hinted
at by Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, the then
General Secretary of
the Society. Taking it

to be a cue, I devoted

o

Hall of the Society on
23rd February, 2024,
commemorating the Bi-Centennial Birth
Anniversary of the poet. Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, in course of his inaugural
speech, viewed that he was sure that one of
the scholars of the Asiatic Society would
be able to find out genuine references
which would prove that the poet had been
associated with the Society in one way or

the other. Dr. Chakraborty, in justification

myself to searching for
books on and about
the poet to quench my quest.

And I am really happy that my
persistent and untiring efforts in this
regard did not go unrewarded. More
than one reference (and authentic they
are, without a doubt) I have found which
in their totality have led me to infer
that Michael Madhusudan Dutt, not
a Member of the Society though, was
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BIRTH ANNIVERSARY J

really in touch with the Society, both
physically as well as intellectually.

Five different points are referred to in
this essay in defence of my claim.

First

To justify the claim, the book, that
came handy at first, is Madbu Smriti,
the poet’s biography, second in row(1),
written by Nagendranath Som, published
by Vidyodaya Library Pvt Ltd, Calcutta
- 700009 in Vaisakh, 1327. One of the
important features of the said book is that
all the letters of the poet were annexed there.

It is worth-knowing that once
Michael was back home in Calcutta from
Madras, he was in constant touch with
Gour Dass, his intimate friend, who used
to visit him almost daily on the way back
home from the Asiatic Society. Here it
needs to be underlined that “Gour Doss
Bysack”(1a) was not only the Librarian of
the Asiatic Society but also the Assistant
Secretary of the Asiatic Society (1b)
and that he had served the Society since
March 1856 till September 1858.(1c¢)

So it is quite likely that Michael,
in course of (a regular) discussion with
Gour Dass, had come to learn that the
Asiatic Society is a repository of books
on both vernacular and Sanskrit. In one
of the letters, 68 in row, addressed to Raj
Narayin, (Dated : 1st or 2nd September,
1860), he wrote : “He gives me the
benefit of his company, almost every day,
when returning home from the Society’s
Rooms.”(1d)

Michael was dead sure that since the
Asiatic Society is an institute of Indology
of international repute, Sanskrit books
in translation would be in plenty in her
library. This is clearly evident from what
he had written to Gour Dass in the letter,
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36 in number, dated 14 February, 1849 :
“I say, old Gour Dass Bysack, can’t you
send me a copy of the Bengali translation
of Mahabharut by Casidoss as well as
a ditto of the Ramayana — Serampore
edition?”(2)

In another letter, chronicled as
55th(2a) in number, dated 3rd May,
1859(3), the poet wrote to Gour Dass :
“Pray, tell your cousin at the Asiatic to send
your name for a copy to the publisher.”(4)
With regard to the quoted expression,
two points deserve to be explained.

Firstly, Sermista, a drama written by
Michael, published between 9th and 11th
January, 1859, was a roaring success .

Secondly, this very good news of
success made the poet wish that his
friend Gour Dass who was associated
with the Society in the capacity of the
Librarian and Asstt. Secretary must have
a personal copy of his newly-published
drama from the concerned publisher and
that he, according to Michael, would be
able to have it if he could tell his cousin
at the Asiatic to send his name to the
concerned publisher. Here it does not
require to explain that Gour Dass’ cousin
was one of the employees of the Asiatic
Society at that period of time which is
also clearly evident from the reference,
quoted here above. So, what transpires
from the said facts is that Michael was
associated with the Asiatic Society, via
both Gour Dass and the latter’s cousin
who were directly associated with
the Asiatic Society in their respective
capacities and that Gour Dass’ cousin on
his behalf was on good terms with the
concerned publisher of Sermista.

Second

It would be worthwhile here to add a
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tew words about what exactly prompted
Michael to write Sermista. Records go
that once he had been invited to Belgachia
Natyashala (i.e. Belgachia Theatre) to
witness the rehearsal of a drama, going to
be enacted soon after. The poet had been
to the said theatre house, accompanied
by his friend Gour Dass who later on put
it on record that Michael, on witnessing
the rehearsal, exclaimed to him : “What a
pity that the Rajas should have spent such
a lot of money on such a miserable play.
I wish I had known it before, as I could
have given you a piece, worthy of your
Theatre.”(6)

On hearing it, Gour Dass laughed at
the idea of Michael’s offering to write a
Bengali play and then chaffed asking him
if he was going to “introduce a wretched
Vidya Sundar”(7) once again on the stage.
What exactly Gour Dass implied to mean
is that the play, proposed to be penned
by Michael, would be nothing better.
“We shall see, we shall see”, (8) was the
immediate reply, made by Michael, to the
satiric remark, made by Gour Dass.

Lo and behold, the sceptic friend
in Gour Dass was really taken aback in
the very next morning because Michael
called on him “at the rooms of the
Asiatic Society for the loan of a few
vernacular and Sanskrit books, dramas
specially.”(9) And what followed was
all the more surprising to Gour Dass
because in a space of only a week or two
Michael read to him the very first scenes
of Sermista which, to quote Gour Dass,
“struck (him) as having the ring of true
metal”. As Gour Dass wished to hasten
the MS. to the Theatre House, Michael
told him to wait till he had finished the
First Act. “It was, I believe, the very next
week that he handed over to me the MS.,

with a request to show it to my friends,
the Rajahs and Babu (since Maharaj)
Jyotindra Mohun”,(10) Gour Dass wrote

it in reminiscence.
Third

In another letter of Michael, 59th in
row (11), addressed to Raj Narayin, dated
July 1, 1860, there is a Post Scriptum :
“Please tell Gour, I have sent a copy of
Tillotama for him to his cousin, at the
Asiatic Society, not knowing where he
himself is posted at present.”(12) A close
perusal of the P.S., quoted here-above,
requires us to highlight two important
points. By the time Michael had senta copy
of Tilottama to Gour Dass, the latter was
still associated with The Asiatic Society
as her Assistant Secretary and Librarian.
(12a) Secondly, the year of publication of
Sermista (somewhere between July 1859
and February 1860) and the date of the
said letter (regarding sending of a copy
of Sermista to Gour Dass at the Asiatic
Society ) do justify that Michael was in
touch with the Asiatic Society through
Gour Dass and the latter’s cousin.(13)
Against the said references, one can
easily conclude that Michael had been in
connection with the Asiatic Society, albeit
in an indirect way.

Fourth

Prior to the publication of Krishna
Kumari, there was a dilemma with
the Rajah Brothers (13a) regarding its
performance on the stage. While Michael
himself wanted to have his play staged, the
Rajah Brothers liked to have it printed.

[Cf.“...Iam not particularly interested
in the question of getting the work
printed.” (13a) ]

Michael, in course of the said letter,
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viewed that “the genius of the Drama has
not yet received even a moderate degree
of development in this country. Ours
are dramatic poems; and even Wilson,
the great foreign admirer of our ancient
language, has been compelled to admit
this.”(14)

'The very reference to the name "'Wilson'
is indeed another pertinent point to prove
that Michael was well aware of how the
Indian dramas were being evaluated by
the eminent European Indologists like Dr.
Horace Hayman Wilson(15) [1784-1860]
(16).It is worth-knowing that Michael was
not only well aware but also appreciative
of the seminal contribution, made by the
European intelligentsia that included Dr.
H(orace), H(ayman) Wilson. Besides
being an Oxonian and a civil servant of
the East India Company, the renowned
Indologist, Dr. H. H. Wilson had also
been the General Secretary of the Asiatic
Society, Kolkata. He had served her in
1815(16a), 1820 and between 1822 and 32
(17) in the said capacity. Is not this enough
to vindicate that Michael was culturally
associated with the Asiatic Society as well
as her illustrious Indologists who had
been devoted to doing yeoman service to
the cause of Indian Classical Literature ?
Does not this also vindicate that Michael’s
association with the Asiatic Society, via
Gour Dass and the latter’s cousin, has
not only gone a long way in allowing him
have a good grip over vernacular, Sanskrit
Language and Literature, but also enriched
Bengali Language and Literature as a
whole, thereby ushering in the Renaissance
in the arena of Bengali, nay Indian
Literature?

Fifth

Last but not the least, it is heartening
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to learn is that he was, in all probability
and likelihood, in touch with one of
his illustrious classmates in the Hindu
College, named Rajendra Lala Mitra
who, besides being the Editor of the
Bengali quarterly journal, Bibidhartha
Samgraha and a renowned historian, was
the first Indian Secretary of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal. The literary arena of
Bengal knows it fully well that when
Michael Madhusudan Dutt had already
finished composing the very first canto of
Tilottamasambhab Kabya, it was Rajendra
Lala Mitra who volunteered to get it
published in his Journal, without naming
the author as the latter was diffident about
the standard of his Kabya.(18)
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Dark Matter, Dark Energy, and the Indian Concept
of Atma: A Cosmic Connection

Arun Kumar Chakraborty
Principal, Rekha Chitram

Introduction

'The mysteries of the universe have
captivated human minds for centuries,
and in the quest to understand the
cosmos, we have explored various
scientific and philosophical concepts.
Two enigmatic phenomena, dark
matter and dark energy, have
challenged our comprehension of the
universe’s structure and dynamics.
These elusive substances, while
fundamentally different from the Indian
concept of Atma or soul, offer intriguing
parallels and connections. This essay
delves into the nature of dark matter
and dark energy, their significance in
our understanding of the cosmos, and
their potential connections to the Indian
concept of Atma.

Dark Matter: The Cosmic Enigma

Dark matter is a concept that has
revolutionised our understanding of the
universe’s structure and evolution. It
refers to a mysterious, invisible substance
that does not emit, absorb, or reflect
light, making it undetectable through
traditional means. Despite its invisibility,
dark matter exerts a gravitational influence
on visible matter, such as galaxies and
galaxy clusters, thereby affecting their

motion and distribution.

10 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, JANUARY, 2025

The existence of dark matter was
first postulated in the 1930s by the Swiss
astronomer Fritz Zwicky, who observed
that the visible mass in the Coma Cluster
of galaxies could not account for the
cluster’s gravitational binding. Further
evidence for dark matter emerged from
the work of American astronomer Vera
Rubin, who studied the rotation curves of
galaxies and found that the visible matter
alone could not explain the observed
velocities of stars within galaxies. These
groundbreaking discoveries raised the
question: What is dark matter, and how
does it fit into our understanding of the
universe?

Modern cosmology provides several
lines of evidence supporting the existence
of dark matter. One of the most compelling
pieces of evidence comes from the cosmic
microwave background radiation, a residue
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of the Big Bang. Precise measurements of
this radiation’s properties, including its
temperature fluctuations, offer insights
into the composition of the universe. The
data indicates that dark matter makes up
around 27% of the universe’s total content,
with normal, visible matter constituting
only about 5%. This discrepancy highlights
the profound influence of dark matter in
the cosmos.

Furthermore, the phenomenon of
gravitational lensing, where massive
objects bend and distort the light from
background objects, provides another line
of evidence for dark matter’s existence.
Observations of gravitational lensing
confirm the presence of invisible, massive
structures that act as gravitational lenses,
consistent with the predictions of dark
matter distribution in the universe.

Dark Energy: The Cosmic Accelerator

In addition to dark matter, another
enigmatic force,known as dark energy, plays
a pivotal role in shaping the universe. Dark
energy is the hypothetical form of energy
that permeates space and is responsible for
the observed accelerated expansion of the
universe. Its properties are vastly different
from those of dark matter, as dark energy
acts as a repulsive force, counteracting the
attractive force of gravity.

The discovery of dark energy’s
existence came from observations of
distant supernova, which revealed that
the universe’s expansion is not slowing
down, as expected, but is accelerating.
'This revelation, made by two independent
research teams in the late 1990s, earned
them the Nobel Prize in Physics in 2011.
Dark energy is thought to make up
approximately 68% of the total energy
content of the universe, making it the
dominant component.

The nature of dark energy remains
one of the most significant mysteries
in contemporary Physics. While it is
often associated with Albert Einstein’s
cosmological constant, A (lambda),
introduced in his theory of general
relativity, the true origin and properties
of dark energy remain speculative. One of
the leading hypotheses is that dark energy
is a manifestation of vacuum energy, a
form of energy inherent in empty space.

Dark Matter, Dark Energy, and the Cosmic
Web

Dark matter and dark energy play
crucial roles in the formation and evolution
of the largescale structure of the universe.
The universe’s structure resembles a vast
cosmic web, with galaxies and galaxy
clusters connected by an intricate network
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of dark matter filaments. This structure
is shaped by the gravitational pull of
dark matter, which serves as the cosmic
scaffolding upon which galaxies and
galaxy clusters are built.

Dark energy, on the other hand,
influences the overall expansion of the
universe. While dark matter acts as the
“glue” holding cosmic structures together,
dark energy counteracts gravity’s attractive
force, leading to the universe’s accelerated
expansion. The interplay between these
two mysterious entities has far-reaching
consequences for the cosmos.

Indian Concept of Atma: The Soul Within

'The Indian concept of Atma, often
referred to as the soul or inner self, has
deep spiritual and philosophical roots in
Indian traditions, including Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Jainism. Atma is
considered as the eternal, unchanging
essence of an individual, distinct from the
physical body. It is often associated with
consciousness, self-awareness, and the
divine nature of human existence.

Atma is believed to be immortal and
transcendent, representing the core of
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one’s being. It is eternal and unbounded,
transcending the limitations of the
physical world. This concept aligns with
the idea that Atma is unaffected by
the material and temporal aspects of
existence. Atma is often associated with
the idea of karma, the law of cause and
effect, which determines an individual’s
future experiences based on their actions
in this life and previous lives.

Parallels and Connections

While the concepts of dark matter,
dark energy, and Atma are fundamentally
different, there are intriguing parallels and
connections that can be drawn.

The Unseen and the Unseen:

Dark matter and dark energy are
both “unseen” in the sense that they are
invisible and undetectable through direct
observation. Similarly, Atma is often
considered “unseen” in the physical sense,
as it is separate from the material world
and beyond the reach of the five senses.

Invisible Influences:

Dark matter exerts a gravitational
influence on the visible universe, affecting
the motion of galaxies and galaxy clusters.
Dark energy, through its repulsive force,
influences the cosmic expansion. In a
parallel manner, Atma is believed to
influence an individual’s thoughts, actions,
and experiences, guiding their journey

through life.

Fundamental to the Cosmos:

Dark matter and dark energy are
fundamental components of the universe,
shaping its structure and evolution. Atma,
in Indian philosophy, is considered a
fundamental aspect of the individual,
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guiding their spiritual journey and
ultimate liberation.

Interconnectedness:

In the cosmic web of dark matter,
galaxies and galaxy clusters are
interconnected, and their distribution
is influenced by the gravitational pull
of dark matter. This interconnectedness
reflects the interconnected nature of all
beings in the spiritual realm, as described

in Indian philosophy.
Transcendence:

Both the Indian concept of Atma
and dark energy imply a sense of
transcendence. Atma transcends the
physical body and is eternal, while dark
energy drives the universe’s expansion
beyond its current boundaries, implying a
cosmic otherworldliness.

Conclusion

Dark matter and dark energy have
redefined our understanding of the

cosmos, highlighting the presence of
mysterious and invisible forces that
significantly shape the universe’s structure
and evolution. These phenomena, while
distinct from the Indian concept of Atma
or soul, offer intriguing parallels and
connections that invite contemplation.

The enigmatic nature of dark matter
and dark energy challenges us to explore
the unknown, just as the concept of
Atma encourages introspection and self-
discovery. While science seeks to unravel
the mysteries of the universe through
empirical observation and theory, the
Indian concept of Atma delves into the
depths of consciousness and spirituality.
Together, these diverse perspectives
offer a more profound and holistic
understanding of the cosmos, reminding
us that the universe is not just a collection
of physical matter but a tapestry of unseen
and interconnected forces, both material
and spiritual, that shape our existence in
ways that continue to inspire awe and
wonder.
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Indian Science Congress: A History Associated

with The Asiatic Society

Surajit Manna
Museum Section, The Asiatic Society

Many of us are not aware about the rich
history that is associated with The Asiatic
Society in connection with the formation
of Indian Science Congress Association
(ISCA) at Kolkata, the then Calcutta with
its first meeting held at the premises of
the Asiatic Society
of Bengal from

January 15-17,
1914. 'The year
1914  was very

important as it was

the centenary year

of foundation of the

Indian  Museum.

Besides that, the

date of the first

meeting of ISCA

was a day of the 130th anniversary of the
foundation of the Society. The Association
was established to the foresight and with
the initiative of two British Chemists,
namely, Professor J. L. Simonsen and
Professor P. S. Macmahon. The 1st
edition of Indian Science Congress (ISC)
was organised under the Presidentship
of Honourable Justice Sir Asutosh
Mookerjee, the then Vice-Chancellor of
the Calcutta University.

'The formation of the ISC was not an
isolated event. Referring to the meeting
held in the Society’s rooms on 2 November
1912 for a preliminary Science Congress, a
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Special Committee was appointed to work
out the scheme and the Council accepted
the proposal for holding a Science Congress
in January 1914. On 20 November 1913
in its meeting the Special Committee was
reconstructed and H. E. Lord Carmichael
was appointed
to be the Patron
and Sir Asutosh
Mookerjee to be
the President with

Mr. D. Hooper
as Honorary
Secretary and
Treasurer. It was
finally  arranged
that the meetings
of the Science

Congress be held on January 15, 16 and
17,1914 in the rooms of the Society and
a Provisional Programme has been drawn
up and circulated. The establishment of
ISCA was in line with aim of the British
Government to bring all the scientific
personalities under one roof to take up the
scientific research in India at its zenith.
'This was reflected in the annual address of
his excellency Lord Carmichael, the then
President of the Society— “The first of what
we hope may be a long series of Indian
Science Congress recently met in our
historic meeting room under the auspices
of our Society. Representatives from all
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parts of India assembled to read and discuss
scientific papers, and what is perhaps more
important to become acquainted with one
another personally and with one another’s
work”. Since its inception ISCA carried on
its activities with partial assistance from

'The Asiatic Society of Bengal and through

its own subscriptions.

In the 1st meeting of ISC, one
hundred and five scientists from different
parts of India and abroad were present and
exchanged their views. Almost 35 papers
divided into six sections viz. Botany,
Chemistry,  Ethnography,  Geology,
Physics and Zoology were presented and
discussed under six sectional Presidents.
Among those papers which were
published at the 1st edition of ISC, few
are mentioned below:

*  Relics of the worship of Mud Turtles
in India and Burma [JL.-1914, N.S.X
[SC-1]:131] by N. Annandale and H
Sastri

* An Improved Method of using
Oil Gas — by Kenneth Somerville
Caldwell, B.Sc., PhD, F1.C.

* 'The Evolution and Distribution of
Certain  Indo-Australian  Passalid
Coleoptera by F. H. Gravely, M.Sc.,
Assistant  Superintendent in the
Indian Museum

* Hot Springs in Raj Darbhanga,
Khargpore Hills, District Monghyr
by C. Schulten

*  Presence and Absence of the Gall-
bladder in Certain Rodents by R. E.
Lloyd, Major, I.M.S,, Professor of
Biology in the Medical College, Calcutta

* 'The Action of Nitric Oxide on
Metallic Peroxides suspended in
water, Part I by Barun Chandra Dutt
and Surya Narayan Sen, Scottish
Churches College Laboratory

Many renowned Indian Scientists like

Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray, Sir Jagadish

Chandra Bose, Sir C. V. Raman, Professor

Meghnad Saha, U. N. Brahmachari,

Professor S. N. Bose, Sir Shanti Swarup

Bhatnagar, Professor P. C. Mahalanobis

were closely associated with the ISCA and

became President of various sessions of the

Congress.

1st Session of the Indian Science Congress at the premises of
The Asiatic Society of Bengal
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In 1928, the 15th edition of Indian
Science Congress was held at Calcutta
where the Local Committee of ISCA
gave assent to create an endowment for
awarding a medal which will be conferred
in such years as the Congress holds its
Session in Calcutta. It was also decided
by the committee that the medal will be
given to that person who has rendered
conspicuously important services to the
Indian Science Congress Association or
a Member of the Association who has
made important contributions to science.
'The name of this medal from that time has
been changed to ‘Indian Science Congress
(Calcutta) Medal'.

Since its modest beginning, the Indian
Science Congress was organised 13 times
in Kolkata with its 100th edition in the
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year 2013 to be the last one. The theme
of the Centenary Congress was “Science
for shaping the future of India.” But it is
really unfortunate, that though the Indian
Science Congress began its way from the
premises of the Asiatic Society, except the
1st edition, no further session of the ISC
was organised here not even the centenary
session. We hope that in near future The
Asiatic Society, Kolkata will again play the
lead role to organise the Science Congress
fulfilling its aims and objectives with
which it started its journey.
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The Asiatic Society and William Lambton as Father
of The Great Indian Survey in his 200th Death

Anniversary (1753 - 1823)

Jagatpati Sarkar
Member, The Asiatic Society

'The Asiatic Society of Bengal is one
of the oldest scientific institutions in
the world. 'This is certainly, the oldest in
our country. From the very beginning
the publications of the Asiatic Society
were the principal vehicle of information
on many subjects of our interest and
importance in India. Actually from the
time of Colonel Colebrooke and William
Lambton, this institution was the only
source available to the public for authentic
information on all interesting operations
of the Topographical and Trigonometrical
Surveys in the pages of its transactions of
the different times and different issues. At
that time the 7ransactions of the Asiatic
Society were the only communications on
Indian Geology. William Lambton was
born around 1753 at Crosby Grange, near
Northallerton in North Yorkshire. He
was a son of a farmer. For many years he
spent a substantial portion of his salary to
support his parents by which this has been
found that he came from humble origins.
Lambton sometimes mentioned a teacher
of Mathematics at school level by the
name of Emerson. Not only that his skill
in Mathematics earned him a place in a
Grammar School at Northallerton. There
he studied under Dr. Charles Hutton.

In his words “...the foundation of that
knowledge, which was one day to bring
him to the notice of the world.”

William Lambton started his career
as a soldier in Lord Fauconberg’s regiment
of foot. Then he was commissioned in the
33rd Regiment and finally took the task
of surveing up to work on measuring land
for settlers in America. With his regiment
he took part in the American War of
Independence and was taken prisoners at
Yorktown. During this period he observed
a solar eclipse through the telescope of
theodolite without darkened glasses and
naturally this led to the burning of the
retina of his left eye. After this accident he
obtained help from his friends, specially
Sir Brook Watson. In 1795 William
Lambton was promoted to Lieutenant
and posted with his regiment to India,
under the command of Colonel Arthur
Wellesley.

Colonel William Lambton took the
membership of the Asiatic Society in the
year 1799. His name was proposed by
William Hunter and this was seconded
by Dr. J.J.Dinwiddie. In the sixth volume
of the Asiatic Researches we find the
name of William Lambton as Captain
William Lambton. He was a remarkable
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man as the Father of the Great Indian
Survey. He distinguished himself highly
by his bravery and presence of mind in
the memorable siege of Seringapatam.
On the conclusion of the Maisur
(Mahisur) modified. Mysore campaign
he told - “having long reflected on the
great advantage to general geography
that would be derived from extending a
survey across the Peninsula of India for
the purpose of determining the positions
of the principal geographical points, and
seeing that by the success of the British
arms during the late glorious campaign,
a district of country is acquired which
not only opens a free communication
with the Malabar Coast, but from its
nature affords a most admirable means
of connecting that with the Coast of
Coromandel by an uninterrupted series of
triangles, and of containing that series to
an almost unlimited extent in every other
directions.” This idea was communicated
to the Governor of Madras by him and
the Governor approved this as a great
achievement appointed by William
Lambton to conduct his measurements.
A paper containing the details of the
measurement, accompanied by a sketch
appeared in the eighth volume of the
Asiatic Reseraches. In the year 1805 two
years later we find another publication on
account of the trigonometrical operations
in crossing the Peninsula of India. The
great Trigonometrical Survey of India
was founded in January 1818. Lambton
was appointed as first Superintendent of
this survey. Dr. Voysey was the Father of
Indian Geology. In the year 1818 he was
attached as Surgeon and Geologist to
the Survey of Colonel Lambton. Colonel
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Lambton and Dr. Voysey were both very
talented men. This was a very remarkable
coincidence, that not only did these
pioneers of Indian Science work together
with unsurpassed energy and ability, but
that they died in the same year under
similar strange circumstances in the year
1823. Undoubtedly this reflects no little
credit on the Honourable East India
company in undertaking the measurement
of arc and the starting point of geological
survey in India. This paper was published
in the Asiatic Researches in No. 3 of the
year 1820. Lt. Warren was one of the
Chief Assistants of Lambton's work.
He performed a number of interesting
experiments in the Maisur country in
1804 which were summrarised in the
Ninth volume of the Asiatic Reseraches.
He also instituted a series of valuable
astronomical observations at Madras
between 1805 and 1815. He regularly
communicated those observations to the
Society. James Calder, Vice President of
the Physical Committee of the Asiatic
Society once communicated in his paper
entitled “General Observations on the
Geology of India” in the eighth volume of
the Asiatic Reseraches in the year 1805 a
befitting tribute to the memory of Voysey.

William Lambton was made a fellow
of the Royal Society and a corresponding
member of the French Academy of
Sciences in the year 1817. A narrow
ridge above the Bhavani Valley along
the Nilgiris is named after as Lambton’s
Peak Range. A commemorative bust
of William Lambton was placed at St.
Thomas Mount, Chennai, India in 2003.
William Lambton died in January, 1823
at the age of 70 at Thinganghat.
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"Around 1900, the Atmonnati Samati
of Calcutta started by Satish Mukherjee
and Nibaran Bhattacharya grew into a
revolutionary group under the leadership
of Bipin Behari Ganguly. This group used
to work in cooperation with the Anushilan
Samiti, which was founded in Calcutta in
1902 with barrister Pramatha Nath Mitra
as president and Chittaranjan Das and
Aurobindo Ghose (later Rrishi Aurobindo
of Pandicherry) as vice-presidents, and the
Jugantar Dal, when it came into being as an
off-stood of the Anushilan Samity in 1906
on the insistence of Aurobindo's maverick
brother, Barin Ghosh. The Anushilan
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Samity formed a branch in Dacca in
1906, which soon emerged as an active
and Independent organisation in 1907
under the able and charismatic leadership
of Pulin Behari Das (1877-1949). There
was another active revolutionary group
—the Sarathi Yubak Mondali, that "was
perhaps second only in importance to
the Anushilan Samity for the numbers of
persons included in its ranks who actually
took part in the crimes of violence"
(Kolkata and its police - A history of City
Police from Charnock's to Present Day,
p. 300-301)."
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and other subjects. I was very much
enamoured at the time of her book.
'Kali the Mother' and I think we spoke
of that, she had heard, she said, that
I was a worshipper of force, by which
he meant that I belonged to the secret
revolutionary party like herself. I was
present at her interview with the
Maharaja whom she invited to support
the secret revolution. She told him that
he could communicate with her through
me. (Aurobindo on himself and Mother
p.97) oA et A g Affes
&0 QoW AR ICT— "After 1 had
started revolutionary work in Bengal
through certain emissaries (TSEIY 8
J19), I went there personally to see and
arrange things myself. I found a number
of small groups of revolutationaries
that had recently sprung into existence
but all scattered and acting without
reference to each other. I tried to unite
them under a single organisation with
the barrister P. Mitra as the leader of
the revolution in Bengal and central
council of five persons, one of them
being Nivedita, was formed. The work
under P. Mitra spread enormously and
finally contained tens of thousands of
youngmen and the spirit of revolution
spread by Barin's paper Yugantar
became general in young generation.
(Aurobindo on Himself and the Mother)"
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wEfe™ feratea— "We spoke of politics
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"It was not only of his friends in Baroda
and in Bombay who went to Bengal
on his behalf. His first emissary was a
young Bengali who had by the help of
Sri Aurobinda's friends in the Boroda
Army enlisted as trooper in the cavalry
regiment inspite of the prohibition by
the British Government of the enlistment
of any Bengali in army in India. This
man was exceedingly energetic and
capable, formed a first group in Calcutta
which grew rapidly (afterwards many
branches were established); He also
entered into relations with P. Mitra and
other revolutionaries already at work in
the Province. He was afterwards joined
by Barin who had in interval came to
Baroda. (Aurobindo on Himself and the
Mother, p. 28)"
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feT4t@d— "The Rajput leader was not a
prince but a noble of the Udaipur State
with the title of Thakur. The Thakur
was not a member of the (revolutionary)
council of Bombay; he stood above it
as the leader of the whole movement
while the council helped him to organise
Maharastra and the Marhatta states. He
himself worked principally upon the
Indian Army of which he had already
won over two or three regiments. Sri
Aurobindo took a special journey into
Central India to meet and speak with
Indian sub-officers and man of one of
this regiment (Aurobindo on Himself
and the Mother, p. 29)"
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FEAFTS! AN TG fI00%, "Around
this time he had come under the
influence of Bal Gangadhar Tilak and
Sister Nivedita. Later, in 1906 he came
to Calcutta having left his job in Baroda
and made a common cause with Talak at
the Sural Session of the Congress (1907)
by advocating the hard-line approach
to attaining complete independence,
as against the moderates' strategy
of obtaining greater participation in
gemmence by willful cooperation with
the sytem. This unprecedented, open
difference in viewpoints led to a virtual
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split in the party for sometime." (Kolkata
& Its Police - A History of City Police
from Charnock's to Present Day, p. 322).

e w=fam e [ad swweE
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LA A @ e [ee ARE
@ FLACI 7 R e T S
1 TR O AT FATOR TF re
AT 992 EIZSIE PN Weers I Al
LT 2SO FACS AT | LA
LG ERCEE NG S EIEN LB EG DI EC]
w7 | (T e fofey et 5esT Gt |
fofe] Fecapt 7t o1 T (@ 4= fowl
FRMRET O TF TFF ©7F SR
fe14t@ — "Aurobindo considered the
Indian National Congress to be a party
'which represents not the mass of the
population, but a single and very limited
class, (and) could not honestly be called
national'. He wrote on the party-line
followed by the congress in the weekly
Induprakash ('Appearance of the Moon"),
which was edited by K.G. Deshpande, his
friend from the Cambridge days, in the
following manner."Our enemy is not any
force exterior to ourselves, but our own
crying weaknesses, our cowardice, our
selfishness, our hypocrisy, our purblind
sentimentalism', adding that "I say, of
the Congress, then this that its aims
are mistaken, that the spirit in which it
proceeds towards their accomplishment
is not a spirit of sincerity and whole-
heartedness, and that the methods it
has chosen are not the right methods,
and the leaders in whom it trusts are
not the sort of men to be leaders, in
brief, that we are at present the blind
led, if not by the blind, at any rate by
the one-eyed." (Kolkata & Its Police - A
History of City Police from Charnock’s to

Present Day, p. 322-23).
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T AEAOS Srgel Jim (re A Al
FLL Aifon ferm Mo = I AR
"His series of articles in Induprakash
under the caption 'New Lamps for
the Old' created much flak for the
Congress that the party 'persuaded' the
weekly to stop his writings on politics.
This was the beginning of intra-party
dissensions and pliticking to capture
power and to hold on to it in Indian's
biggest political party, which came to
stay throughout the British period and
also after indepence. The Intelligence
department of the government, which
was caught on the wrong foot for not
being able to indentify and locate the
terrorist network in Calcutta in its
offing, worked overtime to fish in the
troubled water subsequently in a bid
to undermine the freedom movement"
(Kolkata & Its Police - A History of City
Police from Charnock's to Present Day,
p. 323).
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a1 Red AffstE (Tog MeTR A
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AT A @R ST TG FAI e
T AT 1 SCET S0 (A 1T e
TR W G2 2ReTel @ 0 MU0
eyl P @ ore e [mh e
Teoifte ware 2@ [Red w@eaa g
TR N Sfoee FeMIER N 5
GG 2ICS1Re | T ©f 919 ST e
O AR 1 A SfoeTe FRMIEE N
ed JAfNfon Fe ANm 2@ AP FCE
AR ACF T OIS NGB AN I
(TSN T8I FCARE | FRANOTHR TG 211y
919 START FACT SRR @I TR
ACF TG 200! N1, GBI FIFIF FERE 6
o157 | &I ST 4 Q2R SR
ST FATNE (@R YF2 T8 ~AHeS 20! |
"From the screct information given
by one of the members of the party
in the Muraripukur garden case (1908),
which was also known as the Alipore
bomb conspiracy, the police came to
learn that round 1900 it was decided
at a clandestine meeting attended
by Pramathanath Mitra, a high court
barrister, Sarala Devi Ghosal and Japanese
intellectual and critic, Kakuzo Okakura,
to start secret societies with aim of
assassinating officials and supporters of
the Government. There were others like
Satish Mukherjee, Nibaran Bhattacharya,
Abinash Chakraborty (who was nusiff of
Eastern Bengal and Assam) and a great
many barristers, scribes, scholars, land
owners and common people who secretly
desired to have an end to the foreign
rule and were willing to contribute their
mite to achieve this object." (Kolkata &
Its Police - A History of City Police from
Charnock's to Present Day, p. 323).
JIEAR I*E DA ©fore! fafre
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AAGFINE FAFOR oA @d Affox
AT &S FACT 1 @F T WA AFE
Tfeere wfee Ry I AN 2@ A
@R e fefe ey el ARfS owe
(O ST A e et 1 ot T
@ @ gt B wfFsw @ Toag
T WIGEHCET IR (P 1 RO |
faaee =701 AfHT 4 70T : "A most
interesting appreciation of Sarala Devi
Ghosal, who had been requested by
Swami Vivekananda to renounce the
world and take up the cause of Indian
women, but who married Rambhoj Dutta
Chowdhury, an aristocratic Punjabi
pleader, rather than late in life, was
found in a letter written by noted
revolutionary, Surendra Mohan Bose, of
the Jugantar Dal to Aurobindo Ghosh.
The latter was seized by the police and
exhibited in the Alipore bomb case
(1908) and read us : "Srimati Sarala
Devi is a writer, a speaker and reformer.
Besides her literary contributions she
always took a leading part in the field
of practical politics. She was the first
lady to form associations of boys in
the country for developing their poor
physique and infusing into their hearts
a feeling of unity, patriotism and self-
devotion. She was the first to introduce
hero-worship in the land. Her field of
work has been mainly political and no
women has ever wielded a greater power
over the boys and men of her country.
She has devoted her life to the cause
of the political progress of her country,
and she has played no inconsiderable
part in the advancement of her cause.
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The new life with which the views of
the whole Bengali race are pulsating at
the present time is to a certain extent
the outcome of her devoted exertions
in that line. Her name is thus connected
inseparably with the present political
and national history of Bengal." (Kolkata
& Its Police - A History of City Police
from Charnock's to Present Day, p. 323).
Foren QAR SCAEAER @ (AT
TS (AF gorme fqeifte Face 2@
@12 oRiqE A Sfowrs Femes
MG 9 Pfed | x| @161 FAE W
eI e FCEM 1 dvoe AT Fres [eAidt
SITAIECR W0 e T oAtz @3 e
ffte ooF Rl A @ 512 a1 @3
WA (Sl FACS IR AGCE Ol
e fHIea &= e oitarFeiE
AGRITT T [HFSE SR (GO
AR FAICS ARG FAGEN Al ISP
QI ¥ ACTHEETR N0 T T Tore
A | ForeT AR AT SO (GO
S TORI 1 (T G0 (TG e
7 FACS AP T (M | (WS
1SN (15T (T "Around the same time in
1900 an association named Atmonnati
Samiti came into being in Calcutta at
the initiative of Satish Mukherjee and
Nabarun Bhattacharya, which grew into
an active revolutionary group under
the leadership of Bipin Bihari Ganguly
within a few years." (Kolkata & Its
Police - A History of City Police from
Charnock's to Present Day, p. 324).
JER SRRV (Towidi @ [2_t
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"Sri Aurobindo had met a member of
the Secret Society in Western India
and take the oath of the society and

had been introduced to the council
of Bombay. His future action was not
pursued in the directions of the council
but he took up on his own responsibility
the task of generalising support for its
objects in Bengal where as yet it had no
membership or following. He spoke of
the society and its aims to P. Mitra and
other leading men of the revolutionary
group in Bengal and they took the oath
of the society and agreed to carryout
its objects on the lines suggested by Sri
Aurobindo." (Aurobindo on Himself and
the Mother p. 29) 8I® UZOI(I2 VG
TR A QRO S el AT
AT AR | TS T7 WS 2R
S[TF IFA SRI 82 J0& ST 7ct ol
WIS 0T G @ I 1 CTA (ACF
fof @ cweaaf 1 Fweea g7, fofy €3
o f2® 2R |

"In reality the revolutionary ideology
of Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal, Aurobindo
Ghosh and others, although formed in
part from a study of European history,
was an indigenous and natural response
to British imperial domination. Their
ideology had three major components:
political independence or swaraj,
economic independence as expressed
in the swadesh-cum-boycott movement,
and cultural independence by means
of the spread of national education.
Extremist political leaders differed on
the question of using force in achieving
their goal and objectives : Bipin Chandra
Pal opposed its use, while Aurobindo
favoured it as a means to an end.
This difference was one of the reasons
why Pal was outsed from the editorial
board of the party mouthpiece Bande
Mataram, although he had founded the
journal in 1905 and Ghosh had become
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its editor only subsequently" (Kolkata
& Its Police - A History of City Police
from Charnock's to Present Day, p. 326)
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EVENTS J

Cultural Extravaganza on Folk Music of Jangal Mahal

On 22nd November 2024, The Asiatic Society brought to life the vibrant folk
traditions of West Bengal's Jangal Mahal with a mesmerising cultural event titled 'Folk
Music of Jangal Mahal of West Bengal' held at the prestigious Vidyasagar Hall.

The event commenced with a warm and inspiring inaugural address by Lieutenant
Colonel Anant Sinha, the Administrator of The Asiatic Society. This was followed by a
thought-provoking keynote address delivered by Dr. Sk Makbul Islam, Associate Professor
and Head of the Department of Bengali at St. Paul’s College, Kolkata.

The highlight of the evening
was an engaging session by Dr.
Swapan Mukhopadhyay, Former
Professor of the Department of
Folklore at Kalyani University. His
lecture, complemented by a live
demonstration, offered an immersive
journey into the folk music traditions
of the Jangal Mahal region.

'The event showcased a rich array

of traditions from the Jangal Mahal

Lt. Colonel Anant Sinha, Administrator of the Society region, each reflecting the cultural

and Dr. Sk Makbul Islam exchanging greetings and spiritual essence of rural life.
Adding a dynamic visual element

to the evening was a captivating 'Chhau Dance' performance themed 'Asura Binasini'.

'The Asiatic Society took the opportunity to felicitate the talented artists, recognising
their invaluable contributions to preserving and promoting the folk traditions of Jangal
Mabhal. The programme concluded on a high note with a formal Vote of Thanks delivered
by Shri Arupratan Bagchi, the Administrative Officer of The Asiatic Society.

Dr. Swapan Mukhopadhyay The Society felicitated all the Artists for their contribution

captivating the audience

with his voice Jyotirmay Tudu

Library Section, The Asiatic Society y
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Release of the Special Issue of Journal on 225th Birth Anniversary of
James Prinsep

v

L-R : Lieutenant Colonel Anant Sinha, Dr. C. V. Anand Bose, ShriSanjeev Sanyal and Dr. Rajat Sanyal

On the occasion of 225th Birth Anniversary of James Prinsep, The Asiatic
Society, Kolkata released the Special Issue of its Journal on 16th December 2024
to commemorate the contributions of James Prinsep. On this auspicious day, the
Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal and the Patron of The Asiatic Society, Dr.
C.V. Ananda Bose kindly consented to release this special issue at Raj Bhavan,
Kolkata, Marco Room (Brown Room) at 5pm. The inauguration programme
commenced with National Anthem followed by the felicitation of His Excellency
by Lieutenant Colonel Anant Sinha, Administrator of The Asiatic Society. Col.
Sinha graciously delivered the Welcome Address. The Editor of the special
issue of Journal, Dr. Rajat Sanyal subsequently delivered the Key-Note address,
briefly explaining the different topics of this special issue. Shri Sanjeev Sanyal,
Member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of India
also graced the occasion and addressed the audience. A discourse was delivered
by our Hon’ble Governor highlighting the contributions of James Prinsep in
deciphering the Kharosthi and Brahmi scripts of ancient India. The programme
ended with Vote of Thanks by the Administrative Officer of the Asiatic Society.
At the end, everyone was requested to join for the National Anthem. Dr. Shakti
Mukherji, Research Officer-in-Charge led the whole programme as the emcee.

Shrabani Dutta Chowdhury
Publication Section, The Asiatic Society

J
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Iévarakrsna
A study of the Sankhya-karika of
Iévarakrsna/by S.P. Dasgupta and
J.N. Mukherjee. —Kolkata : Balaram
Prakashani, 2004.
xviii, 162p.; 23cm.
14.08.08)
Sloka Index : p. 157-162
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Dipika by Annambhatta; edited with
Bengali translation by Anamika Roy
Choudhury -2nd rev. ed. —Kolkata :
Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 2003.
xix, 172p.; 22cm. (S6230) (Dt. 14.08.08)
1st published 1998

Rs. 85.00.
S
181.43
A613t.b.
Annambhatta

Taraksamgraha/with auto commentary
Dipika by Annambhatta; with Bengali
translation of the text and commentary
by Niranjanswarup Brahmachari; edited
by Rabindranath Shastri. —Kolkata :
Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 2007.

xiv, 411p.; 22cm. (S6231) (Dt. 14.08.08)

With question and answer of C.U.

Frontis

Rs. 125.00.
S
181.48
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Sadananda

Vedanta-sara/with English translation
by J.R. Belentine; edited with Hindi
translation by S. Jain. —Delhi : Oriental
Book Centre, 2007.

92p.; 22cm. (S6246) (Dt. 19.08.08)

ISBN: 81-8315-0497 : Rs. 70.00.

S
181.482
D533v
Dharmarajadharindra
Vedantaparibhasa/Dharmaraja
dharindra; with Bengali translation and
commantary by Saratcchandra Ghoshal;
edited by Karunasindhu Das. - enl. & rev.
ed. —Kolkata : Sanskrit Sahitya Parisad,
2004.
xviii, 160p.; 22cm.
19.08.08)
Indexes : p. 147-60
1st published : 1995
Text in Bengali script.
Rs. 50.00.

(S6245) (Dt.
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S
294.5513

, S132
Saiva Upanisads; with commentary

by Upanisad Brahmayogin; edited by
Mahadevashastri. —Delhi : Oriental Book
Centre, 2008.

xix, 215p.; 23cm. (S6209) (Dt. 14.08.08)

Word Index : p. 206-215

ISBN : 81-8315-086-1 : Rs. 400.00.

S
294.5513
V711
Vijhana Bhairava = The Practice of centring
Awarness; with English commentary
by Lakshman Joo. —Varanasi : Indica
Books, 2002.
xxv, 197p.; 23cm. (S6247) (Dt. 19.08.08)
Frontis
Glossary : p. 187-197
This book is one of the important trantra
of Kashmiri Saivism.
ISBN : 81-86569-35-9 : Rs. 350.00.

S
294.5926
Ub4b

Unavimséati sarmhita/compiled

and translated by Pafichanan Tarkaratna;
edited with Bengali translation by Asok
Kumar Bandyopadhyaya. —Kolkata :
Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 2000 (1407
Ban.).

xxv, 500p.; 23cm. (S6236) (Dt. 14.08.08)

Rs. 300.00.

S
294.595
M232t
Maitreya Raksita
Tantrapradipa of Maitreya Raksita : a
Treatise on Kasika and Nyasa; edited by
Dileep Kumar Kanjilal in collaboration
with Kripamayee Kanjilal. —Kolkata :
Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 2007.
267p.; 22cm. (S6226) (Dt. 14.08.08)
Rs. 300.00.

S
491.25
V128p
Vaiyakaranasiddhantakoumudi
(Taddhita Prakarana) (Apatya-
Matvartha-Atishayya pratya); edited
with Bengali translation by Parbati
Chakraborty. —Kolkata : Sanskrit Pustak
Bhandar, 2006.
v, 144p.; 22cm. (S6208) (Dt. 14.08.08)
Word Index : p. 139-144
Text in Bengali script.
Rs. 60.00.

S
491.2509
K18s

Karunasindhu Das

Semantico-syntactic reletions-
auphilosophical approach/by Karunasindhu
Das; with Abhirama's Karakatippani of
the Samksiptasara. —Kolkata : Sanskrit
Pustak Bhandar, 1994.

215p.; 23cm. (S6205) (Dt. 14.08.08)

Rs. 400.00.

S
491.35
M345p.s.

Markandeya Kabindra

Prakrt sarvasvam/Markandeya
Kabindra : A Prakrit grammar of the
17th century; edited with introduction and
notes by Satyaranjan Banerjee. —Kolkata
: Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 2007.

xiv, 130p.; 23cm. (S6219) (Dt. 14.08.08)

Rs. 100.00.

S
729.44
B351v
Bauri Maharana
Vastu-sastram : Silpa sastram a Sanskrit
treatise on Ancient Indian architecture/by
Bauri Maharana; with English translation
by P.N. Bose; edited by Manabendu
Banerjee. —Calcutta : Sanskrit Pustak
Bhandar, 2001.
xxviil, 58p.; 22cm. (S6244) (Dt. 19.08.08)
Also known as Shilpasastra Ascribed
to Visvakarma consisting with Uriya text
originally written by Bauri Maharana.
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With Appendice.
Appendix IT: Mauasara Chap 4 & 5 with
English translation.

Rs. 75.00.
S
808.04912
A646t
Appayadiksita
Trayi Appayabirachitasya

alamkaragranthasya samiksa / by
Satyanarayana Chakraborty. —Kolkata :
Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 1999.
207p.; 22cm. (S6233) (Dt. 14.08.08)
Bibliography : p. 198-207

Book on Alamkarasastra.

Rs. 100.00.
S
891.22
B575s.s.
Bhasa

Svapnavasavadattam/Bhasa; edited
with Bengali translation by Shanti
Bandyapadhyaya. - 6th Rev. ed. —Kolkata
: Sanskrit Bhandar, Bangla 1411 [2003].

340p.; 22cm. (S6224)

With question and answer.

1st published Bangla 1402.

Rs. 90.00.

0

Three-Day Training Programme on ‘Development of Disaster Management
Plans for Libraries and Archives’

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata in collaboration with National Institute
of Disaster Management (NIDM) has organised a Three-Day Training
Programme on the ‘Development of Disaster Management Plans for
Libraries and Archives’ from 17 to 19 December 2024 at 10:30 a.m.
at the Vidyasagar Hall of The Asiatic Society. The opening day of the
programme commenced with the garlanding of the bust of Pandit Ishwar
(Chandra Vidyasagar by Lieutenant Colonel Anant Sinha, Administrator
of the Society. The inauguration of the programme was observed with
a lamp-lighting ceremony by Administrator of the Society, Dr. Ajinder
Walia, Associate Professor and HOD (GIDRR Division), NIDM and Shri
Arupratan Bagchi, Administrative Officer of the Society. Welcome Address
was delivered by the Administrative Officer of the Society whereas the
Inaugural Address was delivered by Administrator of the Society following
which Dr. Walia gave an overview and shared her insights on the theme
and objectives of the programme. The session concluded with a Vote
of Thanks given by Dr. Shakti Mukherji, Research Officer-in-Charge of the Society. Dr. Ajinder Walia, Professor Naushad Ali,
Department of Library & Information Science and Shri Shyamal Baran Mukherjee, Indian Red Cross Society, West Bengal State
Branch gave lecture and demonstration in the technical session of the programme. A live demonstration session on ‘Fire Safety
in Disaster’ was conducted under the supervision of Shri Arpan Ghosh, Security Officer of the Society.

In the Second Day, Dr. Ajinder Walia and Ms. Annyesha Purkait, Young Professional of NIDM gave lecture and demonstration.
The day concluded with an engaging demonstration session on Search & Rescue in Disaster by the personnel of National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), 2nd Battalion, Kolkata.

In the Final Day, Dr. Ananda Bhattacharya, Assistant Director (Retd.), West Bengal State Archives, Dr. Sushanta Banerjee,
Librarian of West Bengal State University and Dr. Walia delivered lectures. Valedictory Addresses were delivered by Professor
(Dr.) Ajay Pratap Singh, Director General of National Library of India & Raja Rammohun Roy Library Foundation and Dr. Rajendra
Yadav, Superintending Archaeologist of the Archaeological Survey of India, Kolkata Circle respectively. The session concluded
with a formal Vote of Thanks delivered by the Administrator of the Society. Akash Das

Academic Section, The Asiatic SocietyJ

Professor (Dr.) Ajay Pratap Singh and

Dr. Rajendra Yadav awarding Certificate

& Souvenir to Farhin Saba, Cataloguer

(Museum), The Asiatic Society in

presence of Lieutenant Colonel Anant
Sinha and Dr. Ajinder Walia
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